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Section 292 of the Companies Act 1993 sets out the parameters 
of the voidable transactions regime, which allows liquidators to 
claw back “insolvent transactions’ occurring within a two year 
period before a liquidation. A simple provision but one that has 
often given rise to disputes. At the centre of these disputes is an 
inevitable tension between what is fair for the general pool of 
creditors and fairness for an individual creditor who requires 
certainty, for example, the smooth supply of goods and services 
or subcontracting in a construction context. 
 
In a series of voidable transaction decisions the Supreme Court 
has sought to provide some clarity for creditors and liquidators. 
In this timely seminar Hon. Paul Heath QC explores these 
decisions, examining their effect and providing some guidance 
for those handling potential voidable transaction claims. The 
Supreme Court decisions covered include:  
 

• West City Construction Ltd v Levin [2015] 1 NZLR 362  

• Allied Concrete Ltd v Meltzer [2016] 1 NZLR 141 

• McIntosh v Fisk [2017] 1 NZLR 863;  

• David Browne Contractors Ltd v Petterson — [2018] 1 NZLR 
112; and 

• Robt. Jones Holdings Ltd v McCullagh [2019] NZSC 86   
 

About the Speaker 
Hon Paul Heath QC is a former Judge of the High Court of New 
Zealand who also, between 2003 and 2017 sat regularly as an ad hoc 
member of the Court of Appeal.  After retiring from the Bench in April 
2018, after serving 16 years, Paul returned to practice and is based at 
Bankside Chambers, Auckland and Singapore.  His primary areas of 
practice are insolvency, arbitration and mediation.  He is co-chair of 
INSOL International’s Mediation Colloquium.  Paul is a Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK), the Arbitrators’ and 
Mediators’ Institute of New Zealand and is a member of panels of 
arbitrators established by each of them.  He is also a panel member of 
the Singapore International Arbitration Centre and a list member of 
the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre.  Since retiring as a 
Judge, Paul has also completed assignments from the World Bank and 
the Asian Development Bank which involve providing educational 
assistance in insolvency issues to Judges in Myanmar and Mauritius.  
He is also President of the Pitcairn Court of Appeal and a Judge of the 
Court of Appeal of Kiribati.  
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Northern Club 
Princes Street 
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For more information  
Email  
info@legalresearch.org.nz 
or visit 
www.legalresearch.org.nz/events 
 
Price  
$110 LRF Members 
$130 Non LRF Members 
$75 Academics 
 
CPD Points: Earn 1.5 hours 
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